Scarabeid beetles (Coleoptera) were studied in Madhya Pradesh as part of an extensive study of biodiversity in the State by the Zoological Survey of India. This paper presents a checklist of scarabeid beetles from Madhya Pradesh, which total up to 94 taxa belonging to 9 subfamilies.
Introduction
The scarabaeid beetles of the order Coleoptera include both useful as well as harmful insects. The coprophagous beetles generally known as dung beetles, play an important role in nature's sanitation by feeding on the dung. The phytophagous beetles commonly known as chafers are pests of agricultural crops, plantations and forests.
The family Scarabaeidae is the largest family of insects, which contains more than 30,000 species in the world (Fincher, 1981) . The first comprehensive account of scarabaeid beetles of the Indian region was published by Arrow (1910 Arrow ( , 1917 Arrow ( , 1931 in three volumes of Fauna of British India, where in 58 species were reported from Madhya Pradesh, which was earlier part of Central India. Balthasar (1963a Balthasar ( , 1963b Balthasar ( , 1964 wrote monographs on the two subfamilies Scarabaeinae and Aphodiinae of Palaearctic and Oriental regions. Newton and Malcolm (1985) studied the dung beetles of wild mammals in Kanha Tiger Reserve and 22 species were recorded, of which 13 were identified up to species level. While working on the faunal diversity of Pachmarhi Biosphere Reserve (Hoshangabad), Chandra and Singh (communicated) recorded 18 species of scarabaeid beetles belonging to 11 genera under 6 subfamilies, which are new additions to the fauna of Hoshangabad.
Since comprehensive studies on insect diversity of Madhya Pradesh is lacking completely, the Zoological Survey of India, Central Regional Station, Jabalpur undertook detailed studies on all the groups of insects. This would not only help in the inventorisation of the faunal diversity of Madhya Pradesh but also in formulating management strategy for the conservation of biodiversity. In the first attempt, the scarabaeid beetles collected through extensive surveys of Madhya Pradesh by the Zoological Survey of India were worked out, which revealed the presence of 94 species belonging to 30 genera distributed under nine subfamilies (Table 1 
